CONGRESS SPRINGS

PINOT NOIR
2008 LODI

After the movie “Sideways” created a Pinot Noir “sensa-
tion’, planted acreage in California began rising at a steady
rate. Surprisingly for this historically temperamental va-
riety, often called by insiders the “heartache grape’, some
very good wines are appearing at attractive prices as a re-
sult. With this young, fresh Lodi Pinot Noir we were care-
ful to avoid a pitfall all too often seen today. That is, too
much dilution with other varieties to “stretch” the Pinot
Noir with unrelated varieties like Petite Sirah and Syrah.
This confuses and ultimately defeats the stunningly deli-
cate character of Pinot Noir which is more like a ballerina
than a sumo wrestler. This wine offers up attractive aromas
of red pie cherry, strawberry and plums. Flavors include
the above plus red raspberry. On the palate this wine is
smooth, soft yet with an agreeable touch of fruit tannin.
The finish is decidedly fruity with mild tannins giving
structure and length. This Pinot Noir is fresh and appeal-
ing as a (slightly) chillable light red. Enjoy it over the next

two years with salmon, BBQ chicken and Mexican food.

~ DANIEL GEHRS Founder/ Winemaker

WINE PROFILE
VINTAGE: 2008 AppeLLATION: Lodi

FERMENTATION: Temperature controlled stainless steel with
hourly pump overs for 6 days

narvesT: Early September

VARIETAL COMPOSITION: 100% Pinot Noir

TECHNICAL DATA

ALCOHOL: 12.7% WINE TOTAL ACIDITY: .55

WINE PH: 3.52 RESIDUAL SUGAR: 0.39%

DEGREES BRIX AT HARVEST: 24.7  UPC: O 81054 70477 9

AWARDS
BRONZE MEDAL:

2010 Long Beach Grand Cru Wine Competition

2009 World Value Wine Challenge, 8o points
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